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LEEDS ARTS CENTRE was formed in 1945 as an amateur society to
encourage and foster interest in the arts. Originally it comprised Drama (including
Children's Theatre), Fine Arts, Musical, Literary and Film sections and was based
in the Civic Theatre (now Leeds City Museum). Leeds Arts Centre moved to its
new home at the Carriageworks in 2005. We are a friendly society, working togeth-
er to maintain the high standard of its productions. We now present four plays
every season, usually in February, March/April, May/June and October, at the
Carriageworks Theatre under the umbrella of Leeds Community Arts Network.

'‘Green Room’ events give members the opportunity to perform short plays,
extracts and rehearsed readings for a members only audience. They give newer
members experience of acting, directing, backstage work and also offer the
chance to perform new writing or more experimental work.

The society also hosts regular play readings and social events.

New members are always welcome, and you don’'t need any experience to join.
As well as acting, you could become Involved with directing, production
management, stage management, set and costume design or construction,
co-ordinating properties or costumes, prompting, sound recording and operation,
front of house management and publicity. If you are interested In joining, then
please speak to a member of our friendly team. You can also contact us by emalil
at publicity@leedsartscentre.org.uk or in writing to The Membership Secretary,
Leeds Arts Centre, c/o Carriageworks Theatre, Millennium Square, Leeds LS2
3AD.

Leeds Arts Centre is run by a committee of members that is elected every year.
We are a registered charity and are funded by the money we make from ticket
sales, subscriptions and fund-raising activities.

Our members range in age from 18 to 80+ and we have a strong core of both
younger and older members, who come from a wide range of backgrounds. To find
out more, why not visit www.leedsartcentre.org.uk where you can complete an
application form in the ‘Join Us’ section.
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Welcome to Leeds Arts Centre’s production of Charley's Aunt

Director's notes

When it came to deciding the show for my directorial debut, the choice
was straightforward: having performed in my school's production of
Charley’'s Aunt back in 1999, where | played the role of Jack, this was the
one. | had such a fabulous time rehearsing this great comedy that | have
remained good friends to this day with my fellow actors from that produc-
tion.

Since then | have seen several widely differing performances of the show,
including one at the Royal Exchange in Manchester that even involved
actors somersaulting over chairs! While there may not be the same level
of acrobatics in this performance, we have strived for similar energy levels.

Charley’s Aunt remains a firm favourite of mine, and a play that still
succeeds in making me laugh to this day. If you have at least half as good
a time watching the show as I've had directing it, then you're in for a treat.

Enjoy the show!

Dean Fraonklin
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Director and Cast Biographies

Dean Franklin - Director

Dean has been acting for a number of years, including a
year in Australia and three years with LAC, although this is
his directorial debut. He is perhaps best known for his
portrayal as Elwood in LAC’s production of Harvey In
2016. Dean hopes to continue to flex both his acting and
directing muscles going forwards

Jack Chesney - Chris Connell

Chris is a new member of LAC, with ‘Charley’'s Aunt’ being
his debut acting with the group. While at university, he
starred In ‘Hamlet,” ‘Bouncers’ and ‘Wind in the Willows’
and stage managed a student production of lbsen's ‘A
Doll's House"'.

Charley Wykeham - Joe Galley

Joe is delighted to be in his first production with LAC. At a
young age he was Involved in junior theatre company
productions, as well as performances throughout his
school years and A levels. He has a degree in English
Literature and currently works in employee engagement in
the Health and Social Care Sector. He would recommend
anyone with an interest in acting to get involved and give it
a go, even If they've been out of the game for a while!







