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LEEDS ARTS CENTRE was formed in 1945 as an amateur society to
encourage and foster interest in the arts. Originally it comprised Drama groups
(including Children's Theatre), a Fine Arts group and Musical, Literary and Film
sections and was based in the Civic Theatre (now Leeds City Museum). Leeds
Arts Centre moved to its new home at the Carriageworks in 2005. We are a
friendly society, working together to maintain the high standard of its productions.
We now present four plays every season, usually in February, March/April,
May/June and October, at the Carriageworks Theatre under the umbrella of Leeds
Community Arts Network.

‘Green Room’ events give members the opportunity to perform short plays, ex-
tracts and rehearsed readings for a members only audience. They give newer
members experience of acting, directing, backstage work and also offer the
chance to perform new writing or more experimental work.

The society also hosts regular play readings and social events.

New members are always welcome, and you don’t need any experience to join.
As well as acting, you could become involved with directing, production manage-
ment, stage management, set and costume design or construction, co-ordinating
properties or costumes, prompting, sound recording and operation, front of house
management and publicity. If you are interested in joining, then please speak to a
member of our friendly team. You can also contact us by email at publici-
ty@leedsartscentre.org.uk or in writing to The Membership Secretary, Leeds Arts
Centre, c/o Carriageworks Theatre, Millennium Square, Leeds. LS2 3AD.

Leeds Arts Centre is run by a committee of members which is elected every year.
We are a registered charity and are funded by the money we make from ticket
sales, subscriptions and fund-raising activities.

Our members range in age from 18 to 80+ and we have a strong core of both
younger and older members, who come from a wide range of backgrounds. To find
out more, why not visit www.leedsartcentre.org.uk where you can complete an
application form in the ‘Join Us’ section.
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Welcome to Leeds Arts Centre’s production of
The Flint Street Nativity

Writer Tim Firth & Flint Street Junior School

Rather unusually, ‘The Flint Street Nativity’ appeared first in 1999 as a BBC
television film, (directed by Marcus Mortimer). The film starred such British
comedy greats as Frank Skinner, Neil Morrissey and Jane Horrocks (to
name but a few).

The story, written by Tim Firth, was based on decades of his recollections
and those of his family and friends (the vast majority of whom were primary
school teachers). It is often stated that the primary school you see In that
feature film was modelled on Firth’'s own primary school (Stockton Heath).

It wasn’t until 2006 that Firth adapted the TV screenplay into the playscript
we have today. First performed at the Liverpool Playhouse, ‘Flint Street’
quickly became the most successful Christmas production in that theatre’s
history. It has remained a firm favourite with amateur and professional
groups ever since.

This was not Firth's first venture into theatre, having written a number of
short pieces whilst studying at Cambridge. Later, at the Stephen Joseph
Theatre in Scarborough, his one act play ‘A Man of Letters’ was so well
received it prompted Alan Ayckbourn to commission the now critically
acclaimed “Neville’s Island” from him.

Firth continues to work prolifically, releasing musicals, stage adaptations of
films and original theatre pieces with his latest musical “The Girls” (co-written
with Gary Barlow) currently touring.






